
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

ACADEMIC

Is Remote Learning the same thing as Home School? What about the Arkansas 
Virtual Academy? 
No. “Remote Learning”, as we are using the term, is lessons provided by 
Alma teachers using the Alma curriculum to Alma students. “Home School” 
is signing up with the State of Arkansas where the parents are completely 
responsible for providing the lessons and doing the teaching. The “Arkansas 
Virtual Academy” is an online charter school where a teacher somewhere else 
provides instruction using their own curriculum to students all across Arkansas at 
the same time.

How will Remote Learning be delivered?
All instruction will be online; no in person or on campus instruction for this 
option. Students will be assigned an Alma teacher. Students will learn remotely 
full time and participate in Google online sessions. Students will be required 
to be onsite for state mandated assessments. All students (K-12) will be 
expected to participate daily. Students will follow all policies, handbooks, and 
procedures including attendance, assignments and behavior. Secondary 
students will be taught by teachers that are certified in their specific content 
areas for their respective course.

Can we choose to complete assignments using paper packets?
No, paper packets will not be provided.

Will elementary students have Art, Music and Physical Educatoin?
Remote Learning will have activities with videos in Google Classroom for Art, 
Music, Library, and Physical Education (P.E.).



Will Advanced Placement (AP) courses be offered Remote Learningly?
Based on student enrollment for each of the AP courses, AP classes will be 
available for Remote Learning  students.

Can my child change their schedule from what they put in early spring?
Yes, students may change their schedules.

My senior student only needs the English 12 credit in order to graduate. If we 
choose the Remote Learning option, will they be allowed to take only English 12 
or a full schedule?
If you choose the Remote Learning option for your student, then the student will 
take English 12 and three other courses to complete their schedule.

Can a student participate in ROTC through the Online option?
Students will have to be onsite for their ROTC class period.

ATHLETICS/ACTIVITIES

My Middle School student participates in band and athletics. If we choose 
Remote Learning, will I have to take her back and forth for those two activities? 
Will those classes be scheduled to ease transportation needs of families?
Parents will need to provide transportation for students to attend their onsite 
classes. 

Will students in Remote Learning be allowed to participate in extracurricular 
activities (clubs, athletics, band)?
Yes. Students (6-12 grades) registered in Remote Learning may also participate 
in extracurricular activities, following the guidelines of their respective activity as 
issued by the coach and AAA. Transportation to practices and events would be 
provided by the parent.



How would my student participate in the band if we chose the Remote  
Learning option?
Students will have to attend onsite for their band period in order to participate.

FACE COVERINGS/MASKS

Will face coverings or masks be mandatory at school?
Students will be expected to wear face coverings when they cannot be 
socially distanced. Face coverings/masks should not be used by anyone who 
has trouble breathing; or anyone who is incapacitated or otherwise unable to 
remove the face covering without assistance. Students will be asked to bring 
their own face coverings/masks, if they do not have face coverings/masks then 
one will be provided. If social distancing in the classroom is possible, students 
will be able to remove masks when seated. Face coverings/masks that may 
cause disruption in the school environment will be removed and students iwll be 
provided a substitute mask. When students are actively involved in a physical 
activity (PE or recess) masks are not required.

Can a student wear a dust scarf (pulls up from neck) instead of a mask?
Yes.

FOOD SERVICE

Will my student be able to eat in the cafeteria?
Based on the ADH guidance at that time, students will be able to eat in the 
cafeteria while adhering to the social distancing guidelines.

Can students bring their lunch?
Based on current guidance, students can bring their own lunch.



GENERAL

What is the first day of school for students?
School will begin on August 24 . This date will only change if ADH sends updated 
guidance.

How will attendance be taken for Remote Learning?
Attendance will be taken by participation in scheduled Google online classes, 
digital instruction, through required communication and completion of lessons/
assignments.

If a student begins Remote Learning, can he/she return to the school?
Yes, although students will be encouraged to not move back and forth.

For Remote Learning, will there be a teacher teaching students?
Yes. Remote Learning students will have daily monitoring and Google online 
instruction with their assigned Alma teachers.

Will the Remote Learning be done by the regular school teacher or through a third-
party service?
Students participating in Remote Learning will have an assigned Alma teacher. 
Their teacher will provide instruction and may use a variety of learning systems 
depending on the course/content area.

Will the water fountains be available?
Students will be asked to bring filled water bottles as water fountains will not be 
available. The hydration stations will be available for students to fill their water 
bottles if needed.

Will elementary students have recess?
Students will have recess, but recess may not look the same. We will follow ADH 
guidelines in effect at that time.



Will there be disciplinary actions taken if a student refuses to wear a face 
covering?
If students decline to wear a mask, parents will be contacted and students will 
be given the option to switch to Remote Learning

If the school day has started how will students enter the building?
Based on current guidance, students will enter through the main doors and 
check in with the office.

What does switching classes look like?
Transitions will be unique to each campus due to the layout of the buildings. 
Each school will have procedures in place to minimize the interaction between 
students.

MANDATED SCHOOL CLOSURE

What is the school’s back-up plan for education if the school has to be closed, 
whether for a few days or weeks?
Unless we are directed otherwise by state authorities, Remote Learning will be 
provided to all students during times of any school closure. 

SAFETY

What steps are being taken to reduce the health/safety risk of students and staff?
ASD is committed to the health and safety of our students, teachers, and their 
family members; we expect all of our staff and students to follow appropriate 
ADH guidelines to minimize exposure and risks. Everyone - students and staff - will 
be expected to stay home when they are sick.

How do you intend to provide a safe, sanitized environment?
Our custodial staff will comply with sanitation and safety directives from the 
ADH. Actions include: distribution of wastebaskets, tissues, and CDC-approved 
hand sanitizer to every office and classroom so that these materials can be used 



upon entry and exit into any discrete location and during transit between sites. 
Signage about frequent handwashing, cough etiquette, and nose blowing will 
be widely posted, disseminated, and encouraged through various methods 
of communication Janitorial staff will follow guidance from the ADH about the 
use of face masks and other PPE needed when performing cleaning duties. 
Janitorial staff will use the CDC guidance on cleaning.

How will the district handle someone testing positive? If 14 days of self isolation 
is required will Remote Learning instruction be provided to prevent absence? 
How will parents be notified of positive test(s) within schools? If a student displays 
fever and is in self-quarantine for 10-14 days, how will this affect him/her?
The ADH controls the procedures to be followed once a teacher of student tests 
positive. Alma Public Schools will follow the guidance and direction provided 
to us by the ADH. Students will receive Remote Learning  instruction if required 
to self isolate. If a student has been quarantined by the ADH, that would not 
be an absence. During the time of quarantine, student would be allowed to 
participate in Remote Learning.

SCHEDULE

Will Remote Learning students be online all day?
Remote Learning students will have Google online sessions with their assigned 
teacher. Students will be expected occasionally to participate in a live class 
using Google classroom and other appropriate learning systems for their specific 
course or grade level. However the majority of lessons can be done by the 
student at the time most convenient to them. Students will have five days of 
instruction in core content areas each week. The schedule will include teacher 
led instruction (Google online), digital instruction, and independent practice 
through Google Classroom. Students can expect to do approxmately four hours 
of instruction and  independent work each day.



Will the student be required to be online at specific times, and participate in 
classroom activities, such as Google online meetings or the like or will the 
student just go to their google classroom and complete assignments?
For grades K-5, students are expected to participate in classroom activites 
including Google online lessons. There will be scheduled times for Google online 
lessons. For grades 6-12, students are expected to participate online daily. 
Google online instruction will be scheduled for classes. Specific times for specific 
courses will be available.

SOCIAL DISTANCING

How will children socially distance in their classrooms?
In accordance with ADH directives, efforts will be made to limit close contact 
between students. We will limit contact by arranging classrooms and other areas 
to maximize spacing between students and teacher to the extent possible. We 
also plan to amend schedules to conform with social distancing guidelines (e.g. 
stagger lunches, minimize transitions, teachers may go to students).

STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES 

Will my child still receive therapy services in Remote Learning?
Speech, physical therapy, occupational therapy, dyslexia and mental health 
services will be offered through teletherapy, with parent consent.

How will special education students receive services?
Students will continue to receive the minutes included in their IEP. Teachers and 
paraprofesionals will provide instruction through Google Classroom and Google 
online.



TECHNOLOGY

Is the Internet required?
Yes, internet access at home is important. For ALL students, no matter which 
learning option you choose, home internet access can be provided by the 
school if needed.

Will the school provide a computer (or internet device)?
Chromebooks will be loaned to students (who request them) in Remote Learning  
Information about Chromebook distribution will be sent home at a later date.

TRANSPORTATION 

Will bus transportation be provided?
If the guidance allows us to provide bus transportatiooin at the time school 
starts, the district will provide it. We expect that to be the case.

Will students on school buses be required to wear a mask and socially distance?
Students are required to wear a face covering at all times while on the bus. 
There may be exceptions for students with health, sensory, or other conditions. 
This will be addressed on a case-by-case basis. Students should maintain a 
distance of six feet apart while waiting on the bus to arrive. Parents should use 
the current ADH Guidance to screen each student pror to sending the student 
to board the bus.

VISITORS

Will parents, visitors, or others be allowed in the buildings?
Under current ADH guidance, visitors will not be allowed in the school except for 
the reception area. Parents will not be allowed to eat with their children. Schools 
will discontinue large group gatherings (assemblies, pep rallys, etc.). Alma Public 
Schools has always welcomed parent support in our buildings; however, with 



the current guidance, visitors are not allowed in buildings. This guidance may 
change at a later time, but it is the guidance we have today.

Can I walk my child into the school?
No, parents and guardians may not walk them into the school, but they may 
walk their student to the school entrance. Visits to the school will be limited to 
essential activity.


